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BARRE TOWN MIDDLE AND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

January 2007 Parent Newsletter 
e-mail: btmes@u61.net / School Website: btmes.org 

 
 

BULLYING AND 
HARASSMENT 

 
In response to the recent article in The 
Times-Argus regarding harassment and 
bullying, Barre Town Middle and 
Elementary School staff would like to 
remind parents that there are two 
designated officials assigned to hear and 
respond to parent’s concerns about these 
issues.  Dr. Ted Riggen handles parent 
inquiries for our students in preschool 
through grade 4.  Mr. Tim Crowley 
responds to issues involving students in 
grades 5-8. 
 

PARENTS OF CHILDREN BORN IN 
2003 & 2004 

 
Developmental screening will take place during 
the week of January 29 for Barre Town children 
born in 2003.  Another screening for children 
born in 2004 will occur in the fall.  If you are 
interested in having your child screened, please 
call the school at 476-6702 for an appointment 
or for further information. 
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PRESCHOOL NEWS 

 
Screening and Prioritization: 
Barre Town screens and evaluates children 
throughout the school year.  Referrals for 
screening and evaluations are made by parents, 
physicians, agencies, other preschool programs, 
and daycares.  There are multiple purposes for 
screening.  Screening provides parents and 
caregivers with information regarding general 
child development (norms and expectations in 
the areas of receptive and expressive language 
skills, and receptive and expressive visual 
skills), as well as specific information regarding 
areas of strengths and weaknesses.  Hand-outs 
and exit conferences provide the opportunity to 
give parents and caregivers more information on 
how they can promote their children’s learning 
and development.  Screening results are also 
used to prioritize the children for the Barre 
Town preschool, and are used during 
kindergarten placement.  We attempt to screen 
all Barre Town children prior to their entrance 
into kindergarten.  This early development 
information helps families and schools best meet 
the individual educational needs of all students 
by preparing parents, students, and teachers for 
the children’s entrance into our school.  When a 
child is prioritized for preschool, many areas are 
examined.  A score is assigned in each of the 
following areas:  age, speech and language 
skills, motor skills, social involvement, special 
needs, physical/health-related issues, and parent 
concerns.  This produces a list of children who 
will be offered a placement in the Barre Town 
preschool, and a list of children who are placed 
on a waiting list. 



Page 2 

FROM THE FAMILY SCHOOL 
CONSULTANT 

 
Artful Learning/Early Childhood Music and 
Movement:  Tuesday, January 16,  5:30-7:30 
p.m., New Leaf Child Care Center, 260 Beckley 
Hill Road, Barre.  Fun for parents and children 
to attend together.   Dinner and childcare 
provided. Call Dawn Johnson at 476-1480, ext. 
413, to register. 
 
Milk and Cookies at Aldrich Library :  
Wednesday, January 24, 2007, 6:00-7:00 p.m.  
Sponsored by Barre Success By Six.  Mr. Taffel 
and Mr. Crowley will read stories.  This event is 
for children birth to 6 years old. 
 
Infant/Child Car Seat Inspections:  Friday, 
February 2, from 12:00 noon-4:00 p.m. at Berlin 
Fire Station, Berlin Corners. 
  
Family Cross Country Ski: Saturday, January 
13, from 5:30-7:00 p.m. at Montpelier 
Recreation Field.  Call 223-5141 for more 
information. 
  
Nordic Walking:   Sunday, January 21, 1:00 
p.m., Knights of Columbus, Pine Hill Rd., Barre.  
 
Children with ADHD:  Five-week on-line 
course for parents, childcare workers, and 
professionals coming in February 2007. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
MENTORING  

 
Each year 6th grade Problem Solving Through 
Literature (PSTL) students work with mentors to 
develop community service learning (CSL) 
projects.  The goal of the mentorship program is 
to match each student with an adult on the basis 
of a shared interest or ability.  It is our hope that 
students and mentors will develop friendly and 
productive relationships leading to the further 
development of the students’ interests and 
successful completion of related community 
service learning projects.  This year we are 
looking for mentors who would enjoy working 
with motivated students in the following interest 
areas: Arts & Crafts, Soccer, Football, Ice or 
Street Hockey, Basketball, Self Defense, 
Writing, Singing, Organizing a Benefit Concert, 
and Nutrition & Health.  Please contact Revell 
Allen: <rallebte@u61.net> or 476-6617, ext. 
278, as soon as possible

MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 
Congratulations to all the band and chorus students on an outstanding series of concerts in December.  
Thank you to all the parents who volunteered to chaperone or help out in general.  CD recordings of 
the 5th and 6th grade concert and the 7th and 8th grade concert will be available in mid-January.  If 
you or your child is interested, there will be a sign-up sheet in both the chorus and band rooms for the 
students to place an order.  The cost is $1.00 for each CD.  Please limit orders to no more the five. 
 
The Barre Town School, along with the Barre City School and Spaulding High School,  will once 
again be putting on a "GALA Concert" during the month of March.  This concert includes all band 
and chorus students in grades 7-12, playing and singing together in two ensembles that will be over 
200-performers strong. More information will be distributed soon. 
 
Connor Cody and Nolan Benoit, both 8th graders, were selected to participate in the Winooski Valley 
District Middle School Jazz Festival held in Randolph this February.  The ensemble is made up of 
other students from around the district.  Congrats, you two! 
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BIKE-A-THON RESULTS  
 
On September 9, BTMES hosted the Central 
Vermont Pathway Festival. The gala celebration 
was held in conjunction with Barre Town’s 
grand opening of the new Millstone Hill West 
Path, a federally-funded $1.8 million recreation 
path that leads from the parking lot of BTMES 
to Graniteville. The Festival was coordinated by 
Pierre Couture of Millstone Hill Recreation 
Center.  Participants included all of the regional 
mountain biking associations, Central Vermont 
Hospital, Millstone Trails Association, Kiwanis 
Club, and other clubs and associations 
concerned with increasing exercise and healthy 
habits in our schools and community. Governor 
Douglas, Senator Sanders, and Mayors Lauzon 
and Hooper from Barre City and Montpelier 
attended along with many Barre Town 
selectboard members. 
 
Due to the high incidence of obesity in our 
children, the state and federal governments have 
put out guidelines and mandated that schools 
develop wellness policies.  In addition to 
drafting a Wellness Policy for the school board 
to review, the School Health Advisory 
Committee has started to implement programs 
that teach children lifetime skills for exercise 
and good health.  Biking is a healthful, family-
oriented, outdoor activity.  In an effort to 
introduce biking to a wider population of 
students, BTMES secured several grants from 
the community and sponsored a bike-a-thon 
during the Festival to raise funds to purchase a 
fleet of bicycles for the Physical Education 
Department in grades 5-8.   

 
Special thanks to the 32 students who helped 
raise the funds for our fleet of mountain bikes!  
These students participated in the September 9 
Bike-a-thon and raised $3,234.  These students 
have given 400 students in grades 5-8 the 
opportunity to learn and enjoy the healthful 
benefits of outdoor exercise on bikes in our PE 
program! 
 

Alysia Bahner Meaghan McGrath 
Holli Bryan Rose Meriam 
Ben Ferland Silas Meriam 
Alex Fortier Kyle Miller 
Kristin Fortier Mikaela Moore 
Chelsea Graves Elydia Pacetti 
Andy Gurin Jason Pelkey 
Rachel Hatch Sarah Rackliff 
Lucas Heath Howe Kayla Richard 
Lucy Hilgendorf Brook Rosa 
Debre Hunt Benjamin Safford 
David N. Johns Hannah St. Jean 
Harley Lambert Tyler Sancibrian 
Bowen Lord Tristin Stevens 
Duncan Lord Mathew Systo 
Kieran Lyford Monica Welch 

 
Additional funding came from the Barre Rotary 
Club, the Kiwanis Club, the WTCA (an 
organization which works to reduce drug and 
alcohol use), and several private donators.  A 
total of $6,369 was collected for this fund.  Our 
fleet includes 35 bikes.  Our students are 
learning not only to ride our bikes but to 
maintain them. 
 

 

SCHOOL BUS SAFETY 
Bus Passes 

We are seeing many bus passes that are not filled out properly.  It is very important that bus passes are 
filled out correctly and completely.  It is very time consuming to track down students and interrupt classes 
to get bus pass information. You must speak to a person in the case of an emergency.  We will not accept 
voice messages for bus passes. Your help would be greatly appreciated.  Bus Passes must be in by 2:00 
p.m.  Bus passes must be filled out completely, see example below. 
 
If you have any questions, call 476-6617: Terrie Salvador, ext. 331, or Steve Murray, ext. 304.  Fax:: 476-
1434 or 479-5723. 
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Barre Town Middle and      Request For: 
Elementary School BUS PASS  2:30 bus #________3:30 Bus #_____ 
 
Bus Stop:_ #233 Clover Ln________ 
 
Student_(Student First & Last Name)___                     Day:  M  T  W  TH  F 
 
Date needed       ( Date here)_________ ASWT  Detention  Activity     Extra Help   
 
Requested by_ (TEACHER)________________ Teacher___(OTHER STAFF MEMBER)___________________Other 
 
TA_______________________________ _PARENT_(Sign_here  and print last name)_____ 
       Parent Signature 
 
 
                                                                            
                                                     
                                                                                                                                              

TASTE TESTING 2006-2007 
 
So far we have had two taste tests this year for 
our grades 1-4 students.  This fun and 
educational event introduces kids to new, 
delicious, and nutritious foods in unique recipes.   
The lunchtime tastings are followed up by 
classroom food facts and a survey.  Everyone 
who tried the pudding and confetti recipes was a 
great sport! 
 
The Taste Test for November 10 of Pumpkin 
Pudding was wonderful! This fun and easy 
recipe is chock full of vitamins and fiber, and 
low in fat and cholesterol.  Here's the breakdown 
of what the Barre Town students thought of this 
recipe: 
 

56% of those who tried the recipe liked it, 
38% did not, and 
5% were unsure. 

 
Our December taste test of Holiday Confetti, 
featuring apples, carrots, and parsnips, was 
another success!  Thanks to the excellent math 
skills of Mrs. Hale’s and Mrs. Gola’s classes the 
surveys were tallied showing that: 
 

77 of 146 (or 53%) people liked the recipe, 
66 (45%) did not, and 
3 were unsure. 
 

Try these recipes at home, for a yummy and 
nutritious snack! 
 

 
Pumpkin Pudding 

Makes 6 servings 
Ingredients: 

2 cups cooked pumpkin, pureed  
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
1 1/3 cups vanilla nonfat yogurt  
½ teaspoon ginger 
¼ cup sugar     
¼ teaspoon cloves 

Directions: 
1. Combine all ingredients; stir well. 
2. Refrigerate until ready to eat. 

Watch for taste test information, recipes, nutrition 
facts, and photos of our first two events coming to 
our lobby bulletin board soon! 
 

Holiday Confetti 
Makes 6 servings 

Ingredients:  2 Carrots,  2 Parsnips,  2 Apples 
Directions: 

1. Rinse and peel carrots and parsnips. 
2. Cut into matchsticks. 
3. Simmer in a pan of water for 5 minutes. 
4. Rinse and cut unpeeled apples into 

matchsticks 
5. Add to carrots and parsnips and simmer 

another 5 minutes, until just tender.   
(The ingredients may look mundane and 
unpromising, but steamed together they make an 
astonishingly beautiful medley.) 
 

           The Taste Test Team 

Bus number that you wish to 
ride in correct time slot 

Bus Stop Here 

Circle day(s) 

Circle one 

First & Last 
Name 

Name 

Date Needed Requested by 
Teacher Other 

Parent Signature 
& print last name 
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PTO JANUARY 
NEWS 

 
 

Our total tape value for the 'Tools 
for Schools Program as of 
December 19 is $99,480.  We will 
list the items we received through 
this program in the February 
newsletter.  Thank you to all who 
registered their Price Chopper 

cards!  Be sure to participate again next fall! 
 
The PTO has been busy this fall!  The following 
items have been provided through our request 
program so far this school year:   six globes, 
recess equipment for grades K-3, specimens for 
the dissection club, a third eight-week session of 
Irish step-dancing, an external DVD player for 
staff to use, many various field trips for grades 
1-3, an owl presentation by VINS for the 
kindergarten classes, a new couch for the library, 
and many cultural committee presentations. 
 
 Please remember to keep clipping 
and sending in your Campbell’s 
Labels for Education.  Remember 

that they are now looking for the bar code along 
with the little Campbell’s code next to it off the 
label and some covers to jars.  We no longer 
need the entire label.  If you have questions, 
please go to their website at 
www.labelsforeducation.com.  These labels help 
our school earn free stuff, so please keep 
clipping and sending them in.  
 

Popcorn is available to students 
every Thursday for 50 cents per 
bag.    
 

                     
 
The next PTO Bookstore will be 
held on January 16 in the school 
lobby. 
 

 
Remember to keep clipping 
box tops and sending them 
in!!  Check all packages 

before throwing them away and look for the box 
top symbol.  Every box top submitted gives our 
school ten cents!! 
 
The next PTO meeting will take place in the 
school library on Tuesday, January 16, at 7:00 
p.m..  We hope to see you there!  

 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

January 10 Student Success Foundation Committee, 8:15 a.m. – 2nd Floor Conference Room 
 12 Finance and Budget Committee Meeting, 8:00 a.m. – 2nd floor Conference Room 
 15 Staff Development Day – No School for Students. 
 16 PTO Bookstore, 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. – Lobby 
 16 PTO Meeting, 7:00 p.m. – Library. 
 17 School Board Meeting, 6:00 p.m. – Library 
 24 Policy and Communication Committee Meeting, 6:00 p.m. – 2nd Floor Conference Room 
February 1 and 2 Winooski Valley Jazz Festival in Randolph 
 7 Curriculum and Instruction Committee Meeting, 8:00 a.m. – 2nd Floor Conference Room 
 7 School Board Meeting, 6:00 p.m. - Library 
 14 Student Success Foundation Committee, 8:15 a.m. – 2nd Floor Conference Room 
 20 School Recital (Selected Students), 6:30 p.m. – Music Room 
 20 PTO Meeting, 7:00 p.m. – Library 
 21 School Board Meeting, 6:00 p.m. – Library 

February 26-March 6 Winter Vacation 


